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The entire cartoon was created from scratch in ibisPaint X, beginning with just a blank 
canvas, the opinion story, and the idea of a lack of teen spaces for guidance. After 
brainstorming several concepts, I landed on an image that not only captured the main 
idea of the opinion piece, but also matched one of the author’s personal experiences 
that she references. I gathered various reference photos to further my idea mentally and 
to accurately depict certain details, such as the signage present. I sketched multiple 
drafts throughout my process, ultimately restarting the piece entirely to strengthen the 
clarity of my message. Once I was finally satisfied, I carefully refined the line art and 
completed the coloring process. The cartoon was developed over four hours over the 
span of only a few days. Throughout my process, I paid careful attention to visual 
storytelling, clarity and originality to ensure my message was clear and powerful. 
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