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Statewide phone ban takes effect

How Nebraska’s latest phone policy is working to “unplug” all public schools

By
Sydney Huber
Hoof Print
Managing Editor
As students returm
to class to kick off the
2025-26 school year,
they will notice some-
thing missing from
each of their classrooms, their cellphones,
On Muy 14, 2025, the Nebrasks Lepislalure
passed. and only six days later, Governor
Tim Pillen signed T.B 140, a bill requiring all
public schools W udopt policies regulaling
student use of personal electronic devices,
(such as cell phones
and tablets) om school
property. There are a
few special exceptions
for the use of these

devices on school
grounds, such as if
they are ne Ty tor

a student’s medical
condition. owever,
for nearly all students,
public schools have
put into place a “bell
to bell” device ban,
with one ol these be-
ing MeCool Junetion.
As to why
this ban came aboult
in the first place, on
the state level. Pillen’s
miin goals are
crack down on a growing lack of engagement
in the classroom, improve students’ mental
health, (since studics have linked social media
Lo inereased anxiely), and ultimately, mprove
students” academic performances by providing
them a distraction-free leaming experience,
Locally, at MeCool Juncion, Superinlendent
Dade McDonald shares these same goals,
stating that, “while a change as hig as this is
challenging, u break [rom Lhe stress ol con-
stant notifications is a positive change for our
students.” Along with this, MeDonald empha-
sized thual while he s well aware that phones

are our way of staying connected to the world,
he hopes students can see the value in bemg
present with the people around them too.

“Onr students are doing a great job
adapting Lo this policy, and overall, 1 think it s

time”, said Reinsch, AlLin all, while everyone
has thetr own opimon on a phone free school
experience, teachers and students alike can
agree on one thing: this palicy is here to stay,
sorwe should all muke the most o1l

a beneficial change for our students and staff,”
said MeDonald.

MWeDomald isn't the only member of
the Mustang family with an opinion on the
new phone ban, with its impact bringing a
new normal o teachers and students inside
the classroom on a daily basis. Although ninth
orade geopraphy teacher Jabe Wurtz has never
allowed phones in his classromm, he's taking
a more neulral side 1o this policy, saying that,
inn the past, he’s known great teachers to allow

Students are not allowed to use personal devices during class, in
the hallways, or during lunch at McCool Junction,

phones, and bad teachers to prohibit them, so
ultimatelw, this policy “is what you male of
il However, Wurls is gratelul Lo our sehool
board for letting teachers decide how 1o handle
potential “phone peeks”, since he feels it gives
them peace of mind that they are in control of
thedr classrooms. On the student side of things,
senior Grace Reinsch misses the easy access

a phone gave her t text her family during the
day, but agreed that she has gotien “more work
done with way less distractions™, by keeping it
out of sight. “Now 1 read and finish class work
mstead ol serolling on my phone during free
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MUSTANG MEMORIES
Mustang Roundup 2025

Freshmean Klaire Rasmussen and Kay-
liana Kitto posing for a quick picuture
before marching in the Mustang Round-
up parade.

Community Members waeniece Davis and
Mark Ellis announced each parade entry to
the crowd as they passed by.

MeConl Jet. eighth graders riding in their

decked out “Diamonds and Demin® themed

float, with that baing the theme far Mustang
i L




After over two decades of service, a
McCool Junction staple is handing
over the reins

Goodbye Kerry’s,
hello Stables

Kerry's Restaurant and
Catering has not only
Been g convenient place
to dine, but a cherished household name in
MecCool Junction since 2002, With their famous
emion rings and friendly staft drawing in diners

from all across the state, owners Kerry and Lisa
Johnson have taken pride in creating a “feels
like home™ atmosphere for each one of their
customers. However, on Nov, 12, this desp-rool-
ed legacy was passed down to the next gener-
ation, new owners Wendy and Bradley Martin
oul ol York, as Kerry's publicly ammounced thal
they would be reopening the restaurant as The
Stables Bar and Grill,

Moving furward, Wendy and Bradley Martin
are planning to serve many fan favorites from
the original Kerry's menu, along with keeping
Kerry™s traclition of Sunday brunch, while also
adding a handful of signature dishes of their
own, Along with new menu irems, The Stables
will feature updated decor, additional beverage
oplions, various welevised sporling events Tor

and finally work at a restaurant that she and her
husband can call their own.
“We are excited to get
to know everyone in
the community, and
to continne serving
Kerry's customers
the gualily ol Tood
they know and love!™
Wendy and Bradley
Martm commentled.

Although
TKerry's will still offer
all of ity previous
calering services, and
is currently working
tor expand its catering
reach as well, Lisa
Johnson mentioned
that the decision to
pitss on Lthe reslaurant
has been in the mak-
ing for years,

*1 would like my husband Lo be able Lo

Above: Kerry and Lisa Johnson, owners of
Kerry's Catering. Below: wendy and Bradley
Martin, owners of The Stables.

By cuslomers” viewing pleasure, lomger hours off retive someday with his mind and body intact,
Sydney Huber opcl_'auon_. and |1_1uncl~ open days as well. Asof  so we. ve -1‘63(1 pra}:‘mg for rhi? 1 ghtl ple_olph.a
. now, these hours will be Tues-Sun, 11 a.m to Loy take over our restaurant responsibilitics.
Hoof Pl:.fﬂt | am. Being in the restaurant and bar industry stated Lisa Johnson.
Managing since she was 15, Wendy Martin is excited o Kerry and Lisa Johnson's prayers were
Editor share her experience with McCool Junction, finally answered when they were approached

by Wendy and Bradley Martin a couple of
months prior, and were instantly sold by their
voung enthusiasm and determination, But,
even though Kerry and
Lisa Johnson are look-
ing forward Lo enjoying
their “grandma and
arandpa’ stage and more
Lme with cach other,
they admitted that they
will greatly miss the
duy-lo-day community
interactions that running
Kerry's provided.

“Over the past 22
vears, out staff and cus-
tomers have become part
ol our fumily; we are
arateful for their beliel
m us from the begin-
ning, and into our next
chapter,”, Lisa Johmson
sbutied.

The road to redemption

McCool football tackles second round of eight-man
playoffs for first time in decades

By The Mustangs batiled
through a competitive
Aaron Morner & pelii
, SCASON, OVETCOMIng in-
S!:O};f:;r{?r Jurics and close games
a rer

to earn their spot in the
playotts, This has been
the first lime sinee 1989 thut they have made
it to the second round of eight-man playoffs.
Unfortunately, it came toan end by losing

W Dundy County-Siralon. “Every game is a

battle, and knowing that you have w win the
majority of your pames to qualify for the play-
ofs, there is always that nervous energy that
you have cach and every game.” said Head
Football Coach Jarrod Weiss, Unfortunately
for the team, they are losing cight key seniors
und have only seven retlumers. The weam relied
on leadership from the upperclassmen and

had younger players step into important roles
Lthroughout the season.

S
Head Coach Jarrod Weiss giving Senior Ja
Soukup a celebratory hug after taking down
Arcadia Loup City. This victory earned the
Mustangs a spot in the second-round play-
off game.
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See “PLAYOFFS”,
Page 8
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Mustang activities
for the win

McCool Jct. sweeps the competition

in annual NSAA cup

By
Nia Boschult
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Art Manager
Sept. 5, was an histor-
ic night for the Me-
Cool Junction student
body as it received
the Buckle Up Phone Down Cup award
from the Nebraska School Activities Asso-
ciation (NSAA) for the first time ever. The
Buckle Up Phone Down Cup is an NSAA
and Nebraska Department of Transpaortation
annuil wward thal recognizes oulstanding
achievements in high school. The winners
of this award are determined by a point
system based on perfonnance in the State
Championship events within cach division
and class. Schools that finish in the top eight
positions in State Championship events
receive points. The point breakdown used
by the NSAA was:
st Place- 50 Points, 2nd Place- 45 Points,
3rd Place- 40) Points, 4th Place- 35 Points,
Sth Place- 30 points, 6th Place- 25 Points,
Tth Place- 20 Points, 8th Place- 15 Points

This summer, Mc-
Caool Junetion found
oul they won in the
girl’s, boy’s, and
all-schoal division in
Class 1. The school
seored 50 points in
pirl’s Cross Counlry,
45 in Play Produc-
tion, 20 in Speech, 40
in Dual Wrestling, 40
in bows Basketball,
and seven and a half
in girl’s Track. Over-
all, the girls scored
122.5 points, tying
wilh Howells-Dodge
and Falls City Scared
Heart. While the boys
scored 143 points,
tying with How-
clls-Dadge and St
Mary’s, As a whole
school they scored
202.5 points. The
award was prcscnlcd
by NSAA oflicials al
halftime of McCool’s
home tootball game

McCool Jet. high schoolers flooded the field to recieve NSAA
Cup during halftime of home football game.

against Twin River.

McCool Junction’s Athletic
Director Guy Stark said, this
was something the whole
school and community could
be excited about. Stark said
many students were involved in
mulliple activitics and sports,
“(I's) something lo take a lo
of pride i, Stark said. *{There
have been) great participation
mumbers.”

Stark said this had been an an-
nual award given by the NSAA
since 2007, In the 2024-2025
competition there were over
130 schools in Class 1), accord-
ing 1o the NSAA™S websile,
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Buckle Up Phone Down Cup




