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Laughing on the football field, senior Hayley
Rusher is waiting for the grade school to walk
towards her. “I was so nervous to have the little kids
look up to me as a senior. | think the kindergarten
and senior walk is a fun tradition and was happy to
be a part of it," Rusher said. (Photo by: Alayna
Smith)
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Holding tight onto her horses reigns, junior Ali
Reeves is competing at the Chase County 4H barrel
racing event. "The only time I really barrel race is
around fair time. My friends and I travel to a few
competitions but not that many." (Photo by: Paige
Nickless)
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Carrying a football down the field, junior Tate
Hubbard is running toward the end zone after
receiving a pass from a fellow teammate. “Playing
football this year was fun. It was sad to watch most
of my teammates get hurt though,” Hubbard said
(Photo by: Miranda Spady)

Acting as a maid on stage, junior Kadence Wallin
is singing during the musical, The Sound of Music.
"This musical was definitely my favorite. I enjoyed
the plot and the seniors did a good job acting,”
Mollendor said. (Photo by: Paige Nickless)
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Swinging his club in the air, junior Braxton Chubb
is hitting off of the tea off at the Chase County
Country Club “I would say golfing is fun but takes a
lot of practice,” Chubb said. (Photo by: Paige
Nickless)
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Sharing her passion for music, junior Aria McNair
is singing under the lights with the 9th Street
Singers. “I absolutely love doing show choir with my
friends on stage. It is so much fun and [ would
recommend it very highly,” McNair said. (Photo by
Paige Nickless)
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The last day of
one-hundred-degree heat has
arriwed, and the public swimming
pool is now closed while the water
drains. We all said farewell to

the seniors, and now we walk
through the school doors as if
they were never there. By the

time the leaves turn orange, we
barely even remember what
summer felt like. Pumpkin
patches open, then close. We notice
that every year the kids in the
Halloween costume parade seem
to get smaller and smaller. When
the first snowflake finally falls, we
realize that half the year has
passed. Spring wind blows
through our lives, and we hear, "It
would be such a nice day if it
weren’t so windy," echoing
through the town. And then, after
what feels like an eternity and
also a second, finally, school is
out for the summer, and the cycle
starts again.
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We may pause or leave.

However, it continues. But what is
"1t"? It is everything. It’s the
feeling you get when you don’t
want to wake up before school. It
is the tardy slip that the office
gives you, which teachers
immediately throw away. It is the
excitement of homecoming week
and the sadness that follows a
loss. It’s buying the perfect dress,
only for it to rip, so you have to
use a mini sewing kit to fix it. It’s
going to the gym to shoot hoops,
only to find all the balls flat. It
isn’t just sadness or happiness,
anger or fear. It is what drives us.
It is what we love. It is life. It is
time. And it will continue.
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one another by name,

through family trees, or
through relationships with
friends. People will say,
"You've got your father’s nose,"
and we just shrug, not knowing
whether to take it as a
compliment. When times get
hard, we step 1n and hift each
other up. In times of mourning
or celebration, we come
together to appreciate the lives
of those who've touched ours.
In a community like ours, how
could we not?

I n Chase County, we know

During the spring, our
community comes together as
we visit loved ones at the
Imperial Manor, clean out our
garages, or unite to paint
murals on bare business walls.
We share 1n the delight of one
another’s company and it
makes simple tasks
memorable. In the summer,
our community tosses sweets
onto Broadway during the
county fair parade. Together,
we laugh as the Volunteer Fire
Department sprays cold water
from their trucks and the
seniors throw colorful water
balloons from their float.

Destry R;l.ssoﬂ 1t

During the fall, we fundraise
for school clubs and spread
cheer through the
neighborhoods with each
basket of FFA fruit and box of
FBLA Krispy Kreme
doughnuts. And then in the
winter, we huddle on the sides
of Broadway once again,
sipping hot cider and tossing
popcorn 1nto our mouths as we
watch the Parade of Lights.
The brightly illuminated floats
pass by to be greeted by
waving hands and cold, red
noses.

When new faces arrive, and we
take the time to welcome them
into the community. We haul
boxes for newcomers into their
homes or we give them a tour
of the school. Although people
come and go, their memories
and connections remain with
us. In this town, we build
moments with each other. We
create something we are proud
to call our own. We create a
home. So, through troubled
times, times of celebration, and
through all the seasons of our
lives, our community
continues and still will once
we’'ve moved on.
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Two freshman share
the pros and cons of
their heights

shortest

PRO: My clothes are
cheaper because I fit
in kids sizes '

CON: I can't see
above anybody

Maria Adle W

WE WISH WE KNEW

Freshman share the things they wish they knew
before entering highschool

Timothy May

Nathan Pumy
Il fric }'url

Avery Jantz

12 | | 13
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ummer rolls around every year.

When the bell sounds at 3:30 on the

last day of school, it 1s summer as far
as students are concerned. However, for
the year 2025, summer officially began on
June 20th. With the start of the season, we
ask the question: what comes to mind
when CCS students think of summer?
Summer 1s when we spend Friday nights at
the movie theater and gaze at the deserted
main street after the movie concludes. We
make waves when riding jet skis at Enders,
and we purchase snacks at the local shop,
Laker’s. We cruise down the streets of
small town Imperial that we know like the
back of our own hands. We swing through
the green courses at the Country Club
trying to golf all nine holes. Some of us
work through our summer at the local
Hill’'s Family Foods or Sweden Creme. We
work long hours all to build up enough
funds to eventually frivolously spend, given
the next opportunmity. We know it’s
summer when we’re gathered around the
fire, roasting marsh mellows -the sweet,
smoky flavor that is the taste of summer.
There are those who camp 1n sheer tents
and sleep beneath the stars. When at the
swimming pool, you will see daring kids
work up the courage to do a trick from the
diving board, but end up doing a belly-flop
mstead. There are those who love to bake
In the summer’s sun, all to achieve a
darker tan. As soon as the school bell rings,
Summer offers students with opportunities
to make memories.
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owever, when over-sized loads of
H semis role into town, strapped with

vendors and carnival rides for the
Chase County Fair, students know to savor
their summer, because 1t 1s coming to an end.
During fair week, we chow down on the
greasiest food and beg our friends not to ride
those rides at the fair, because we’re
guaranteed to puke. Other students
participate 1n 4-H competitions or spend their
night screaming along to the lyrics at an ear
deafening concert. Then before we realize, the
luxury of our free summer days quietly fizzles
away come the end of the week. Returning to
another year of school 1s often described as
the end of the world but, as we’ll come to
understand through this yearbook, it
contimues. We switch our tactics by gearing
up for football, and, as a team, we take
charge. We slide into the season of softball by
stealing bases and making the throw. We dive
for the save in volleyball, and take on the
extra laps for cross country, because this 1s
our summer taking on a new form. We
display our school spirit by dressing up for
game themes, and even more so during
homecoming week. Whether 1t’s with thick
face paint or frilly tutus, students are proud
to be a CCS Longhorn. As we grow to accept
our class schedules and after school practices,
the thought of summer shps from our minds.
This year, the last day of summer fell on
Saturday the 20th, a day after the
Homecoming dance. But what’s important 1s
that the memories remain, and we know
another summer will soon come again.

| #dsworth
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hether 1t 1s from sky diving, singing to a

crowd of 4,000, or throwing at a national

level, everyone has different dreams. This
summer, three seniors turned thenr dreams into
realities. Seniors, Alissa Dockery took a
10,000-foot plunge to celebrate her 18th burthday,
Noah Rau took a trip to Oregon to throw discus at
Nike Outdoor Nationals, and Anna Aragon got to
perform during the Chase County Fair concert.

Dockery, who turned 18 on July 11th, 2025
received a surprise present on a birthday trip on
July 12th, in Longmont, Colorado. Most skydiving
facilities require a minimum age of 18, so the timing
was perfect.

“It was a surprise, and since I turned 18 on the
11th and you have to be 18 to do this, my parents
planned it for the day after. It had been a surprise
and only my parents knew about 1t for almost a full
month without me knowing.” Dockery said, “I was
completely baffled that they were actually letting me
jump out of a plane that was gonna go 18,000 ft
above sea level.”

Dockery had been wanting to take the daring fall
for a long time before her parents gifted her the
experience.

‘T've been wanting to skydive for ages. I would
say since the age of 15 or 16, I always told my

Three CCHS
students live
their dreams

come true

parents that this was on my bucket lhist.”
Dockery said, “I was so confident that I would
go skydiving at some point 1n my life, and look
at me now, I did!”

Aragon, who previously released two  songs,
was presented with the opportunity to sing as
an opener for Ty Myers and Red Fern. The
crowd during the concert consisted of close to
4,000 people.

“I was honestly just so excited, like there
wasn’t an ounce of nervousness that I had.”
Aragon said. “From the fair board to the stage,
I t:ﬁ{ed to Ty Myers, and he helped me feel a lot
better because he was so nice and just said I
was Eonna do great and that it was gonna be so
much fun.”

Rau, a discus thrower with a multitude of
offers from D1 colleges, went to Oregon to
throw 1n a national competition. He was
accompanied by his coach, Dan Lenners.

“It felt great. It felt hike all my hard work was
finally paying off, and 1t was a truly enjoyable
trip because I've never been to that part of the
world.” Rau said. “Coach Lenners was there for
me every second of the journey, the entire way
through.”

These three seniors stepped out of their
comfort zones, and achieved amazing things.
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breeze -colder and harsher than before-

bringing with 1t a tapestry of orange, yellow,
and red leaves. The season arrival 1s marked by
shorter days, cozy hues and the sudden appearance of
spooky decorations.

With the help of student volunteers, the
pumpkin patch down at Cox’s Pond receives a festive
makeover. The neighborhood houses follow suit by
hanging spider webs on their porches or by leaving
skeletons out 1n the yard. Most girls would agree fall
1s the greatest season, because 1t has the best
aesthetic and allows for the cutest outfits. When we
think of fall attire, we think of thick knit sweaters
and auburn striped scarves. We say, "this 1s fall."
During the season, we say we gain an extra hour of
sleep, but wake up tired regardless. We can taste the
change 1n season when pumpkin spice lattes return to
the 509 menu or when a batch of fresh apple cider
finishes sitmmering. There are those who spend hours
raking leaves from their yards, and then, there are
those who utilize mere seconds to jump 1nto those
same piles of leaves. Some students spend time

F all drifts into our lives on the sharp Nebraska

carving faces into the gourds and others paint them.
This 1s fall.

Fall sports quickly arrive and senior athletes are
presented with their yard signs. Then, before you know
1t, the season concludes leaving seniors teary eyed and
reminiscent of the memories they've made: just like the
ones made during the Halloween Parade of Costumes.
Every year, there are new aspiring faces who dress up as
trendy characters or dawn inflatable dinosaurs.
However, just as the kids before them, they continue a
tradition of Chase County by walking around the gym
and sharing their spirit. This 1s fall.

The students 1n sewing class binge watch spooky
movies and debate on whether Tim Burton’s Nightmare
Before Christmas 1s considered a Halloween film or not.
However, once Halloween passes, Thanksgiving 1s soon
overlooked and a new debate emerges: when 1s 1t
appropriate to put up a Christmas tree? Regardless, fall
remains the season for cozy gatherings, time for
tradition, and memory making.

We fear the moment the last autumn leaf falls,

because we know the season 1s over. But with time, we
will learn to trust that fall will come again soon. -
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The girls Cross Countr
team continues to succeed
\ t was a hot day on the ranked 9th, but I
I University of Kearney campus  thought I could have
when the Lady Longhorn Cross yan better." d
Country Team had one of the most The Lady Longhorns went into e Alayna
important meets of the year. The districts with a very good S““'h '
UNK invite, otherwise known as chance to win as a team. They
"mini1 state" 1s one of, if not the were successful, and took first in
most challenging race of the year. the district, with Hauxwell
"It 1s 2 more competitive placing 5th, sophomore Alayna
environment, which 1s a huge Smith placing 8th, senior
switch up from our regular meets," Tessa Smith placing 9th, and
senior Paige Nickless said, "At junior Liz Hanna placing 15th.
our normal meets there 1s a max of State Cross Country took
40 other runners, but in Kearney place October 24th, 2025, at
there 1s around 200-300 other Kearney Country Club. It
runners." was a cold day, perfect for the
The team placed 2nd 1n the Class geeasion.
C division, upsetting their The Lady Longhorns took ' —— .

predicted position of 3rd. Addison
Hauxwell placed 9th, making her
standings 1n the state 9th as well.
"T was scared at first because
there weren’t as many hills at

home first, making them State
Champions, and making school
history as the first Chase County
team to do so. Hauxwell took 4th,

while T. Smith, A. Smith, and

previous courses," freshman Hanna all placed 1n the top 35. IR { _ : ‘
Addison Hauxwell said, "Tt felt Other members included Nickless, B “—,}_A&:’&:«‘ e 3o B g
good to finmish 9th because I was and freshman Zoey Kelley. SRR b

"T also wear a Garmin watch to track

how fast, and long I have been
running. | like the black jerseys

Hanna

What unites the
girls Cross
Couniry team

"We suffer through
everything together, and |

better, because the white jerseys fit
weird, and | love the new warm ups,
besides the pants, they do no stretch
very well. | wear the same socks
every time, because they are
comfortable, and the back is higher
up so they don't give me blisters."

would say we spend a ton of
time together. It is a really

tight nit group, and we really
feed off each other. That's |

what unites us."
- Senior Tessa Smith
39
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Carter
Kuenning

Connor Einspahr

Grady Wilson

Photo by Aidan Via
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How the 2025 Longhorns turned Setbacks in
to Strengths

When talking about the 2025 Chase County Football
Team, you might first talk about their record. This
football team was faced with many challenges
throughout the year. From injuries to tough opponents,
nothing seemed to come easy. But what truly defined
this team wasn’t the numbers on the scoreboard — it
was their heart, determination, and brotherhood.

"As a senior, I felt a higher responsibility going into
the season, but breaking my arm ended my season early.
It was hard watching people fill my positions. I had such
an abrupt end to my football career that the weight
didn’t hit me until a few days after my injury. I am
grateful that I was able to play my first three years of
high school. I feel that I actually learned more about
team dynamics by taking a more distant perspective, so I
am grateful for that lesson”. Senior Tucker Mollendor
said.

Each week, they showed up ready to fight, to
1mprove, and to represent their school with pride.
Whether it was in practice under the hot sun or under
the lights on Friday night, they played for each other.
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The younger players learned what it meant to never give up,
and the seniors left behind a legacy of resilience and grit.
While the season may not have ended the way they hoped,
the lessons they learned will last far longer than any win or
loss. The 2025 Chase County Football Team proved that
true success isn’t measured in points — it’s measured In
effort, teamwork, and heart.

“I wasn’t injured for a really long time, but being injured
gave me a different perspective of the game. Being a senior
and starting on every team, having a potential tear in my
meniscus and being out for a couple of weeks was very sad
and seeing guys fill in my spot was a little hard. But being
out for those weeks gave me a perspective that I didn’t have
when I was on the field. And when I came back it made me
play in a different way and better. Being out also made me
appreciate the game a little more because my injury could
potentially have me out for the whole season. Seeing Tucker
break his arm and being out for the whole season made me
realize that everything could go to end in a single play. After
the injury I played the game with better intentions and a
better mentality”. Senior Cristobal Tarango said.

"Touchdown by Shoreline
Mafia, because the beat
and the lyrics hype my up

A

"Its got to be I Love It by
Icona Pop because it is so
nostalgic”

- Sophomore Damon
Spady

IConA POF

"

- Freshman Levy
Jurado
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Tate
Hubbard

Jaqueb Hoover

What is your favorite
hype up song before
going onto the field?

"Ain't No Rest For the

Wicked, because it gets me

pumped up and excited”

- Senior Parker
Terrryberry

"Welcome to the Jungle by*.
guns and roses because it §
just gets you going”

- Junior Conner
Stromberger
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Paige Nickless, Miranda Spady, and Annabelle Kimble - Chase County High School

Yearbook Theme Development

. Cover

. Front Endsheet
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. Fall Divider

. Girls Cross Country

10. Football
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Our theme, “it continues...” is our way of saying that life and time keep moving, no matter what.
No matter how many good days, bad days, endings, or new beginnings we go through,
everything keeps going, and the cycle begins all over again. It’s a reminder that even when
moments feel overwhelming or uncertain, time does not stand still. It carries us forward, quietly

and steadily, into whatever comes next.



