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Fifty-ninth edition

12200 Burke Street
Omaha, ME 68154
Pl 534-299-2580

Enralifment

188 faculty and staff
1,582 students

74 fneshmaer

291 sophomors

400 junicr
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WALE) e Back Fuened B0 the crred. Landon Boster (11, canber
Waaring il hat) roader the cowd 0 aRtionstion of 8 by Dy
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W were Ivped O g WETE MTng evervbody e up, well have 2
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PP —— - It's seven in the morning and
SRRETIL CC . C L, Makenna Bendorf
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Just ask Majesty Willis
He's barely hanging on.

Or what about
A DAYS AND B DAYS?

Well, don't ask Lella Callahan
che’s still reehng from walking
into all the wrong classes.

SO MUCH HAS CHANGED
IN JUSTTHREE MONTHS.
: . ' : There's still 50 much

e onit oo RARR 3o, lel's go!
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ADJUSTING TO LIFE WITHOUT
PHONE IN CLASSES HARD FOR
SDOME, RELIEFTD OTHERS
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LEILA CALLAHAN
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"l think that the phone ban can be
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WYATT BRITTON (10}

QUIET ON THE SET

Assisting the WOWT-TV cameraman, Principal

Darren Rasmussen (left), aides in the

y 1 b0 oo § e focus in class but also negatively because
wathieg to do F 1 sake a when you finish your work, you will have

WALKING &

MOVING TO THE BEAT, BAND AND COLOR

GUARD STUDENTS USHER IN NEW YEAR

STORY BY
KAIDEN OLDENKAMP

Il = commitment and then there’s four-mile commitment.

The marching band’'s 17th Annual March-a-Thon brought the
community together for a day filled with music and fun. Both the
band and color guard performed and marched along the
neighborhood.

Then, there’s the walking.

This year’s event stretched four miles throughout the Burke
neighborhood, including a spot at Columbian Elementary.

“Marching four miles uphill was the hardest part for me,” Cason
Kempter (09) said.

Despite the long walk, the band members saw a real benefit to
performing for the community at the beginning of the year.

‘It feels good to perform for the community like this,” Josue
Padilla (10) said. "Hearing people clap for us really encourages us.”

COLOR MATTERS

The band was not the only one having fun.

Joining in were the members of the color guard.

“I liked seeing the people come out of their houses and smile when
they were watching us,” Keely McNabb-Harbert (11) said.

Overall, it was a long day for not just for the performers, but for
the audience that got to see the show.

“It motivates us to see that there is a crowd that wants to watch
us perform,” Katelyn Phipps (11) said.

] 3 Bt

STANDING AT ATTENTION

Ready to strike their next notes, flutists Fatimea Estrada-Parra (10, left),
Dariah Johnson (11), Easton Lester (09), and Warren Hang (09)
perform at the 17th annual March-a-Thon on Aug. 23, 2025. “This year was cooler
then the other years,” Estrada-Parra said. “We walked a lot, but it gets easier the
more you do it,” Photo by Callie Huffman

production of the television segment on the school's

cell phone policy. Rasmussen doesn’t believe the new
state law changes how things have been done at

school. “Our students are doing a nice job
understanding the expectations and are more
engaged in our classrooms,” Rasmussen said.
Photo by George Whitbeck
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“I carry the basic necessities for school and also a bottle of

perfume and a hair brush.”
all day? What do you exactly have MELODY RAMM (11)

' " . " 1 B Ew o= ' TR I R R " = ' " n I = w  m TR = = ' " ' LR u “I carry all of my school supplies with me which are a
n " u 1 " " u 1 n 1 " n r " 1 u 1 " 1 " 1 " w " " 1 u w L u 1 u 1 " " n w " n T u 1 = “Honestly, | don't really carry anything in my bag except a couple notebooks, pens, folders, and pencils.”
: ; . LEANNA FITEH (11)
folder or two, a notebook and pencils. Sometimes, I'll carry
my volleyball stuff with me, too. When | leave, | need my “I carry mainly my wallet, my keys, my phone and the
WHATS THE ONE SLANG keys and phone.’ school supplies | need for those classes for that day.”
NN O NOT BEING ABLE TO STOP THE s Sl

I THE

HANDS OF TIME, STUDENTS

NAVIGATE THE TICKING CLOCK

“I'm most productive at midnight because that's

STORY BY . ; ;

BAN PUOCH when | get all my energy. I'll paint mv nails, sgw
something, do homework — anything. Lunch is my

[LHEER= many of her peers, time’s not always on Lillian Pettus (10) favorite time of day because | get to eat.”

side — whether at school or her Orchard Hill home. WAHIDAH HASAN (09)
With a 30-minute commute to the school each morning, Pettus
doesn’t have the luxury of sleeping in as long as she wants each morning.
“I'm always missing my alarms,” Pettus said. “I can never hear them.”
While that might be a common occurrence for high schoolers around
the Omaha Metro, for Pettus, it can mentally throw off her day.
“| wake up around five in the morning and then | get on the bus
around 6:50," Pettus said. “| get home around four, and | take a walk
right after school. | walk an hour every day just to like clear my head.”

TO BUS OR NOT TO BUS
Owen Benes (10) faces the challenge of waking up and getting

STITCHING TIMIE
It's 12 p.m. and Azimi Nawvruz (11) . . X
may ot be:sewing up @ storm, but | feel mqst productwe alround four when I lock in.
he’s adding his own creative touch. My favorite time of day is 3:06 p.m. because | have
While sewing is not his favorite, he’s the most time to myself. | get to leave the school

prettyigoodiat It He mayipreferto and | go to my house and it’s a really nice
sketch DC characters, but in this . "
environment there.

moment he’s embracing a new creative

challenge. Photo by Callie Huffman NORAH' HOUFEK ({09}
SPIN THIE WHEEBE.
Preparing her clay for her double
pinch pot, Dallas Fender (12)
can't get enough of pottery. ‘I love
getting to play with clay and making
cool sculptures,” Fender said.

Photo by Ban Puoch

to school without the assistance of a bus driver for his second year of
school. Having the new responsibility of driving himself most mornings,
Benes has had trouble adjusting to the change.

“It's only a 15-minute drive, but | still find it difficult,” Benes said.

WHAT ABOUT YOUR FRIENDS?

While not at school, Kalea Lewis (10) loves to spend time with
her besties.

“Me and my friends love to go downtown,” Lewis said. “We usually
walk around the Gene Leahy Mall or the Old Market.”
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“My favorite time of day is the evening because it's

a time when | can wind down and sleep at night.”
MYLES MULLIN (09)

ey e i, %0
Ty oo e By

“My favorite place to spend time when I'm not at
home is definitely the dance studio or church. | feel
most productive when I'm doing my homework,
because it's just me getting work done, like

a good Chloe.”
CHLOE BENTLEY (10)

\ ‘ .

" Here and There

“The hardest part of my day would be going to the
gym after school, [| go] every day for about like

] ‘ [ We're M a cruel victim to Father Time. T . three hours. In the morning, | wake up two hours N
= . . % ; —~ y y £ e, E . ; Y "X
| p S0, what's your favorite time of the day? / / before | need to go to school, so | have enough time - 018
. i h y
D to get ready. | feel most productive after | wake up, / 019

Y. | S5 [ , G = ,'v' 4
e 10, G5 -y

Morning is I'm more of a Night time is y -y

i A >
because | have this exclusive energy.” AUGUST ‘A“/’—T|ME
G My jam. p.m. person.  the best time. y b .
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LEARNING IN REAL TIME,
CHEERLEADERS PERFORM
DURING HALFTIME OF GAME

LT iy

CALLEE HUFFMAN

W o v seconds lefE on
the clack, the cheerizading team
had [0 adapt inreal tima

Performing during halftme
For the frit tase n ceer 30
VIS, The Chedrieadant Fad o
oyercame key differerces in
timing batween stadum speakers
2ndd thersa in thie caletena

The music sounded different
CORTHNg Froem the stadum
Spaakerd compared to ours 32
praciics.” Loyha Lewils (12)
saml "5 IF Hhnew emag o, Bt |
remembered My Counts and
mosed on”

STunting wirs ha most
nerve-racking oart ofF the
performance for Kira
Mundel] (11) From coumtiess
tiring practices. Mundell and her
SCUAYT Gros PUt The work in o
perfact the pyromd

| WA S0 PeEreoLE and
axcited,” Mundel saed ) was
rpaily worrhed about how the
pyramid would go, but | knew wa

wonild get it n the énd, and |
o] how It furmied out.”

Thrcughout The narves, the
chessrigaders mever oSt fous

T fad aplly nate B9
represent Burbs Cheer” Laryrhai
Prusia (12) s34 7 defingely
added mativation Tor ma
Decalss | wanted [o show whal
e Couid do”

W Che findl stunt e, the

pavalf af ihe peffaimants madse
all the broubdes worth i€ For Lowis

and the mest of the choarsadors.

The st maarsngiul
mnent Was Fatting that st
DO i DuT EryraeRd and
Soreaming Dawegs! with mmy
teammates,” Lewts s

Gatting back on the field
after 3 long Niatus s=5 the tona
for the groath and oevsiopment
af the Besm

It rreache e recsline that, o a
degrog, wie are the backbone of
OO0k Spirt gt Burios.” Ineme
Jones (11) =ad

HEt g tha gl pose, oy NETIEE | 11) concludies (Fe hatime peiformass 5t the ootial game o0 Oct §, 202 Thes was e Frsd e back
oy B Fiedd for thé cheedeadant. marting tFe start of many Falfitesme performances be come’ T wis bernfing b0 oerform.” Merritt sad. H€tng 1he fual
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AS THE ONLY MALE CHEERLEADER,
WORTMAN BRINGS SPIRIT TO TEAM

EORErary o the meconcepion, mak chesenieaders huve
existed for desides Bringirg strength and energy
1o ihe sideines

What started 35 a fun atthaty quicksy tumed inko a
neafound paston for Blakes Wortman (11]

"] wWirhed B0 join cheer Decjuss my Frends wena in it and |
i SomE rEsEanch on the DosThicy Berind & and 5l n e
with it,” Wortrman Said

Wiortman adimits that Being tho onéy guy on the tesm can
come with pressurs. bug he ks not
Completely aiang. Alongside 4
Cooch loshua Stevens 1he o
T uncertand what it i Be e
o sand cut ma
female-dominated sport

"Besacies hes strongth and
atriariciem, | anioy having
Endiher Bory 0N The (s e
o e COnNEC N, Slevens
s He sdd A around depth
0 owr team by bringing
geffonent openions and
perspactive.”

Teamrare Meariah
Frabn (09) scnowecoes
Wortman's drive regandiess of
the challenge béfand berg the
cenly malke an tho toam

| think havirg Bake on tha team shows that anypne can
cheer iF wou put your mind ©o it you can achieve your goals,”
Soein 9ad Blake Brings SO niach Fun and Boghter [0 the Deam
P alvlins COMes Lo Dractios with & posithve attitude and cin
Ewirg a smile Lo armvane’s face,” Shen sad

' Hereforit

What's your faveore ot of being on the
chearleading
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| STUDENTS REFLECT ON THE
HENRY DOORLY ZO00'S Z00

ACADEMY PROGRAM

STORY BY

IRENE JMINES

Pocusing i fevy Dooiy To0 52 me,” Matthews said "S0, 700 Academy

ot pEser for Inobela Behne (11)

Taking part in the Too Achdeisy
program, Behne, smong others, leam about
witdlife consgrvation, yeterinary stence and
arg opporiuniGies, and environmaental
soiences. ywhie Dlancing multipis school
districts throughout tha Maetro area
together

Tihe oo Acadermy] & realy sxch a
unique opportunity,” Bebne said. “Thene's
nok ngally anything etee biog 1 at Burie: High
Schood or gt othar schools anound tha city.
's ich B iU DRogram and | Feel s s
iy Nisiid mee De focused on topcs that
m really interested in woeking with ™

Liie Erhne, Cor Motthews (11)
. egh i

O [0S SpecHic [o his

d‘ﬂnmﬁunmt:}mumn

Ty currend plin For my. future o8 B
frm lookeng into becoming an environmentsl
Ewyer, and In order to do that, | need to
kriow 3 lot mone about tha ervdronmipnt
than the normal cCience COUMes can beach

E

nianving an sdvanced Course for
emarorrnental TEhESes seema the ideal
pace

Along with the scenoe focused daises
and bngwiedos taught within the program,
Stucents are abo abls 0 (G EXDErENCE
@l 5 [hrough hemds-on
B rhvithes ang essons

1 enjoy being able o g0 oubtcs around
the 200 and [being able (o gan] oxperiences
in gur classis ke pong to exhibits, eaming
firom the Zookeepers, and getting 1o'go on
Fisld trips " ElE Nalsan (11) sad

This diffenent envinonment that the 2o
Academy phovides For students has heslped
them to better apprecate ther education

"AL the 2o, Chere's way morg frpsdom
ared B lob more (st placed on SDuckents,”
Leonna Fltch (17) o Unbke Burke,
therns afé Mone ORDGTILINTRS withsr
emarchmental soences and animal sciEnse
The courses are a Ftte bt mone ngomus,
Dt that just ghees me a chalignge.” Fich

Z00 ACADEMY

CESICN BY WENE JONES
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