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Science Olympiad helps curious
students pursue special interests
Avonelle Reliford

The competition was on, science being tested in an olympiad, and junior
Noah Wartenbee had just managed to build a little battery-powered car. The
first time it ran, it was off its mark, the second time closer. Not close enough,
Wartenbee thought. Yet when awards came around, his no-bigger-than-40-
centimeters car had won 3rd place. A fire was then born, the hunger for
learning and building more. Wartenbee was already thinking about
improvements, the pride of his invention swirling inside him.

Students are learning all the time—it is their job. But sometimes, especially
curious kids don’t have their wonder satiated enough by the things they
learn in school. That is why some choose to go even further by joining an
extracurricular activity like Science Olympiad, where they are able to pursue
their own special interests.

“A lot of the times, I notice students that are interested in a very niche
science can’t really get their fill of that in school,” Co-coach David Bossman
said. Bossman coaches East’s Science Olympiad alongside Sidney Zyla.

Science Olympiad offers testing, lab, and building events. Wartenbee, whose
interest lies in the building events, appreciates the skills he’s getting out of it.

“I plan on going to UNL for chemical engineering, and a lot of my events use
physics-based math,” Wartenbee said. “If I had the parts right now, I could
build a small electric car.”

According to Bossman, doing well in Science Olympiad requires a lot of
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intrinsic motivation. It is foundationally studying and learning as much as can
be learnt about a subject, which extends beyond what is typically needed for
school, since the topics explored in Science Olympiad are so niche. 

“I think because the events are very specific, you really have to study deep,
where I think a lot of times in high school, the studying is a little more broad,”
Bossman said. “[In high school] you learn a little bit of a lot, and here you’re
learning a lot of a little.”

Bossman says that curiosity is important for the activity because intrinsic
motivation is needed to study so deeply. For Wartenbee, who has been in
Science Olympiad since the 8th grade, the curiosity is certainly there.

“It’s an equivalent of playing a sport, but for your brain,” Wartenbee said.
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Boys tennis coach takes over as head coach this year 
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Changing the game. Head coach Benjamin Dalton [LEFT] talks to two tennis players, junior Taylor Jarrett and 
senior Leonidas Greaves [RIGHT] to coach them through a technique to make them better tennis players. Dalton 
was an assistant coach last year, but this is the fi rst year he is head coach."The head coach has a lot more of getting 
everything in place," Dalton said.  Photo by Rudy Bonilla
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Pow. Feet pound the ground as sophomore Timothy Bogatz (RIGHT) and the East cross 
country team start their 5K run after school. Their breathless rhythm, however, never 
stopped them from making their support known to their teammates. “The team is always 
positive and encouraging, they tell you to keep going,” Bogatz said. Photo by Avonelle 
Reliford
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You know that’s toxic, right? The overnormalization of toxicity in television
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Graphic illustration by Sofi a Burton
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So when we watch shows that 
display toxic behavior, and ev-
eryone in that show treats it like 
it’s no big deal-- so do we.

‘‘

-Sophomore Avonelle Reliford
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Brianna Yang
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