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AST YEAR, THE HALLS FELT FAMILIAR. NOW, they feel very
different. With a noticeable number of teachers
leaving at the end of last school year, students
returned in August to a school filled with new faces, routines, and a lot of
unanswered questions. Fourteen new teachers stepped into classrooms, marking
one of the biggest staff changes both students and teachers have ever seen.

No one really knew what to expect. On the student side, reactions ranged from
concern to cautious optimism. Destiny Vocelka '26 shared that the shift hasn't
gone unnoticed, saying that she feels the change has affected learning, explaining
that "It felt like a scramble to fill those teaching spots."

Other students expressed feelings of uncertainty. Carter Johnson '26 said, "A
lot of seniors are down about it. "

Clara Buxton '26 recalled that the adjustment pemod wasn't easy, adding, "At
first, a lot of people, especially seniors, were .
really upset about the change."

Teachers too, have strong feelings about
the transition. Long time teacher Mick
Suey, expressed his frustration with how
things unfolded, needless to say he wasn't
very happy. New principal, Dave
Schwarzenbach, shared sympathy for those
left behind, stating, "I feel sorry for the staff
that stayed and lost some of their friends."

With that being said, he had an optimistic
outlook on the direction the school is headed |
in. While the reasons behind the many
departures may remain a topic of curiosity,
one thing is clear:
This year is going
to be different.
With the
challenges, the
changes rewrote
the script, causing
both teachers and
students to learn
new lines as they
went.
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In Kennedy DeBoer's Foods class,
Hayden Medina '27 makes pizza
bites, which aren't exactly cookies,
but are just as delicious. Medina
said. "We are making food... in
foods class... Idon't know what else
you want me to say."
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WELD LIKE A PRO For his first time attempting
real cuts in welding class , Christopher
Porter '26 dives right into the challenge.
Students watched a demonstration before

trying for themselves, and that's what
hooked him. "That's when I realized I would
enjoy welding," Porter said. Photo by
Gabriella Herrera.

NothinGg Butr WoOD In woods class, Cesar
Galvan '26 works on dovetail joints for a
box that is considered a measuring test.
While each group built different projects, his
took patience and precision. Photo by
Gabriella Herrera.

AccounTING AT ITs FINEST To help memorize
key terms in accounting, Ariel Floyd '28
uses Jenga to practice and learn. She was
mixing creativity with study to help make
these terms more manageable. Photo by
Rylie Herring.

MaKING MATH EASY Rowen Stelling '31
practices her vocabulary with a matching
game. She thinks her math class is fun, and
these activities help her learn. "Try your
best throughout the whole year and don't let
anything stop you," Stelling said. Photo by
Delaney Gasper.

Past PacGes, FUTURE COURAGE In American
History, Reid Novotny '28 aims a Civil War
Era musket as an example for the class. In
the class, students were learning about The
Civil War and the weapons during that time.
"The Civil War was the first really
mechanized war in American History,"
Novotny said. Photo by Liam Young.
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SCHRING

switch from offensive line to the | DON'T SCORE THS." TO BE VERY SOUNDS MY BODY MAKES, T FOOTBALL"
backfield this season. "My favorite -JerIK Mans '97 DISAPPOINTED I LIKE MY FEET HITTING THE from "The Londst
play was Wheel Route, " Kuzelka [ MYSELF." GROUID...." Yo"

§S0 is
ing both
YOu just need to
ionterrosso said.
[p of seniors is a class of
in the shoes of the departing
¥essential junior this year was Jacob
. Nippert was the quarterback
pitalizing on the long plays-which the Jeffs

LOOKING FOR MORE James Martin '26 looks in for the
snap as he prepares to run his route. Martin caught a
50-yard TD pass against Syracuse. According to Martin
his thought after making the catch was "I need to speed
up so the defense doesn't catch me." Photo by Iaunna
Lucking.

I ' FALL SpORTS

Kuzelka '26 makes a quick turn to
following his blockers and avoid the
opposing team. Kuzelka made the

Fake RiGHT, GO LEFT! Konrad 3§

WHAT RUNS THROUGH YOUR I'IEﬂD ON fi LONG TOIICI'IDOWH PI.ﬂY?

"My DAD'S GONG TO ey | NEED TO COMPLETE "EVERYTHING GOFS QUIET, "THIS 15 HOW f
THINK M A FAILURE IF &8 THIS, OR | i GOMG & | OnL HeR THE WHITE MAN RUNS

said. Photo by Iaunna Lucking.

-GAVIN GERTHS '268" -C) GoEKING '26 “Nic SmiTH 26 4

READY TO RECEIVE STIFF ARM! Nic Smith '26
Roelfs '26 takes down Fall Jaret Wood '26 waits pushing the opposing
City's @B for a sack. Roelfs while getting ready to team's player out of his
wass the team-leader on tackles punt. Wood tied the path so he can continue
for a loss. "The only thingon  school punt record on his route. Smith

my mind is my post-game meal with a 73-yard punt. earned All C1-1 District
when tackling," Roelfs said. Photo by Delaney Honorable Mention. Photo
Photo by Iaunna Lucking. Gasper. by Iaunna Lucking.

TackLe FOr Loss Garrett

D¢ > Al AV
are a 11tt1e d1fferent and how you
plan to block... you have to

plan it all differently

with only eight men.

At the end of the day

it’s still the same

game, just with a

few minor

adjustments.”

C0al

| GET IN LINE! Defensive players look toward the sidelines as they listen for
the defensive play call. Out of the 11 players pictured, eight are seniors

and will be graduating leading to the first year of eight-man football in the
foowm»l

school's history. Photo by Iaunna Lucking.



this team connection with 8 players having an older or younger
sister on the team. In 3 out of the 4 duos, the older sister was a
senior, making this season more special for those competing
together.
Morgan Hansmire ‘29 joined the softball team alongside older
sister Molly Hansmire ‘26 for their first and last ride together.
“There were a lot of memories made, and we’ve never really got to

Tﬂm CONNECTION CAN MAKE OR BREAK i TEAM. The Lady Jeffs capitalized on

_ Head Coach: Andrea Hynek ever play on a team together, so that made it really special,”
I'ﬂ DY JEZFOF SOFTBHCI; L t(?g %O) ez Clor e e i) gl S NorEEem Morgan said. “My favorite memory was the seniors' last run
Freeman 1%- reve = Seward 15-0 around the bases, and I was able to give her a hug.”
York 9-3 Milford 11-3 Southern/Diller-Odell 7-5
G.I.C.C. 162 Fillmore Central 13-8 Blue River 10-2
COZ&d 18‘9 Centenl]ia.l 11-1 Centennial 13,1 1 .
North Bend Central 12-0 Auburn 13-3 Iber-Clatonia 11-1 Loading back and

Wilber-Clatonia s ,

Centennial 9-8 Milford 8-1 Highway 6 14-6 ready to hit is Logan Wentz '26. Wentz
Fillmore Central 9-8 Ashland-Greenwood 8-0  Wilber-Clatonia 17-12 led the team with seven doubles this
Adams Central 3-2 Gross Catholic 8-0 NEN 6-2 season. "Enter Sandman is my favorite
Ord 13-6 Malcom 16-3 hype up song before batting," Wentz

said. Photo by Abigael Hoeting.

GoLpen Hour PiTcH
Katelin Hynek '28
zeroes in on her strike
zone. Hynek led the
Lady Jeffs with 52
strikeouts and 76
innings. Photo by
Tripp Wolff.

Lady Jeff Infielders place
their hands in the middle as

they ready for an inning.
Logan Wentz '26 gave the
team the term "Lock, Cock,
Ready to Rock! " to say before
an inning. Photo by Tripp '
Wolff.

KeepIN' THE TRADITION ALIVE
After warm-ups, the team
circles up and interlocks
hands. During this time, the
seniors lead the team in "The
Husker Prayer." "The Husker *
Prayer" is used as a moment
for the team to unite,
calm-down, and get in the
right headspace before a
game. Photo by Tripp Wolff.

The &8
Jeffs pose for a quick picture )
before taking the field at their %
home tournament. The Lady
Jeffs finished 1-2 on the day
with a win against Fillmore
Central. Photo by Tripp Wolff.

Iaunna
Lucking '27 adjusts her stance as
she prepares to throw down. Lucking
had 72 put-outs on the season.
"Throwdowns to second were my
favorite because I got to throw to my
queen Logan (Wentz)," Lucking said.
Photo by MaeLee Knothe.

STRAIGHT SIGHT Autumn L'BEcuyer '27 watches
her pitching line as she releases the ball to her

catcher. L'Ecuyer threw 15 innings for the
Lady Jeffs. "Drop Ball is my favorite pitch to

throw in game," L'Ecuyer said. Photo by
MaeLee Knothe.
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Duos DOMINATING THE DiaMOND

Another dynamic duo, even playing the same
position, was Katelin Hynek ¢28 and Abby Hynek ‘206.
When Abby was asked what it was like when subbing in
for her sister, it was apparent that she is Kate’s biggest
cheerleader. “I always hoped that she would be able to
get something going for the team, and that she will do
well," Abby said.

A seasonal tradition was also turned into unique
memories. Fun Sock Friday, usually paired with a fun
shirt color, was the day to let loose on practice
uniforms.

“On fun sock Fridays we (Abby and Aubrie Hynek
‘28) all tried to match with our fun socks given by our
Grandma,” Katelin said. The trio of cousins was seen
wearing socks varying from scary clown socks to even
Sesame Street themed ones.

Making her own memories was important to Rylee
Gill ‘26 who sat out half the season due to a knee injury.
Before the injury, Rylee could be seen in right field next
to her sister, Jordin ¢28, who plays center field.

“I think growing up with her and playing with her I
have built that trust with her in the outfield and the
bond we have it’s good,” Jordin said.

While Rylee still participated in games and practices,
it was from a new perspective, and while most games
were watched from the dugout, she reminisced on the
memories that were made. “I always rooted for her, and
seeing her do good made me feel good, even when I
wasn’t on the field with her,” Rylee said.

Our last duo was Ariel Floyd ‘28 and Erika Floyd ‘29
who played JV together. “I think it was pretty fun to be
able to play with my sister, it’s like we have the
experience from summer ball, but this is just at a higher
level,” Erika said. Ariel brought up a difference in
previous seasons because this year Ariel was in the
outfield and Brika in the infield, with both of them used
to playing alongside each other in the infield. “We are
used to being right next to each other, and then this
season was different, like we usually are able to look at
each other and just know what to do,” Ariel said.

Next season, there will be another layer added to this
connection. Aubrie Hynek ‘28 is the daughter of head
coach Andrea Hynek and next year has the privilege of
her sister Blaikley Hynek ‘30 joining the Lady Jeff
softball roster.

“I think it will be fun trying to figure this all out,”
Blaikley said. “Maybe there will be some arguments,
but I think it will mostly be her (Aubrie) yelling at me
that I'm doing something wrong.” On the contrary,
Aubrie said “I think I will actually like hanging out with
her more because we will be playing our favorite sport.”

“BEven though sometimes we hated each other, I do
think it’s such a special thing to see both our last names
on the field,” Molly said.

Sccbhall, do it {ike o

hithall coley inf
QJUNP ONIT
ZIGGI'S DOLLARS
s LOCK, fe=e 2‘

» p add a
-.h[ little
@ aﬂl'lfg

baulé':q.y — scehan.luthan..w,mcncuck - E

(=)

hit ""_"EZ

Z REAuv Sk

o it fike a cowginf RUEK 2

Seehall, Iu:ha:ll. "3

dyif anal ice

de il fike o cowyind a ﬂll
na Seehall, hithall ah“lesm“



TrusT THE PROCESS Head Coach Payton Stalder
discusses different strategies the team can use to
win the game against Milford in the Conference
Championship game. Photo by Iaunna Lucking

HAMMER TIME Bringing down the hammer, Micah
Friesen '26 jumps in the air to spike the ball
earning the team another point. Photo by Bethany
Jurgena

KiLL SHOT Taryn Hinman '27 sets the ball up for
Destiny Vocelka '26 to spike. Vocelka finished
with 132 kills good for third on the team. Photo by
Bethany Jurgena

Loub AND PROUD After the win against
Centennial, Junior Keira Bey rises to
her feet to celebrate the win. "I stand
up to cheer whenever we have a good
set," Bey said. "I enjoy cheering on
an supporting my team." Photo by
MaeLee Knothe

SERVES UP Zoey Frerichs steps behind
the line to do her favorite type of
serve, a jump serve to start the game.
"When I serve I pick out a target and
focus on it," Frerichs said. Photo by
Bethany Jurgena

X -
Ss\, Fairbury Jefts
Freeman L 3-0 , Wood River W 2-1, Clarkson/Leigh L 2-O, Sutton W 2-0, Wilber-Clatonia W 2-0, Auburn W 3-0, Thayer Central L 3-1, Wamego L -1, Linn L. -0,
s HTRS W 3-0, Fillmore Central W 3-0, Hastings W 2-0, Southern W 3-0, Raymond Central W 2-1, York W 2-0, David City L 2-O, Sutton L 2-1, H&H L 2-0, Sutton W 2-1,

Targted, but Unshaken

Athletes, fans handle harassment and stay composed on and off the court

hile playing at different schools, athletes
often face challenging environments, including
loud and rowdy student sections. These
situations test each athlete’s ability to stay focused
under pressure.
During the playoff game at Minden, volleyball

experienced this firsthand. When they served, Minden’s
student section chanted players’ names and commented

on their boyfriends. Nevaeh Ortiz '27 was one that the

student section directed most of their comments toward.

“The student section got really loud and looked at our
rosters, so whenever we went back to serve, they would
chant our names to try and throw us off our serves
when they noticed Jayden (James '26) was there and
chanted his name
when I went back to
serve to try and
throw me off,” Ortiz
said.

The student
section also targeted
James. The situation
escalated when
Minden students
threatened James,
and one student
stood in front of him. .Timmons creer Kius 1,567

“They sent one of . Hinmen Season flssists 1,099
the students over to |
stand in front of me,
in a weird way, he would shake his rear end in my face,”
James said. “(Business teacher Tammi) Mrs. Mans
came over and told me to make smart decisions, that I
was okay, and it wasn’t my fault. It upset me because
Minden was being unsportsmanlike when I was just
trying to enjoy the game.”

-

Lock IN Juniors Nevaeh Ortiz,
Evelyn Timmons and Alecia
Bedlan get into position as they
prepare to receive serve from
their opponent. The trio stayed
focused and watched their
opponent carefully preparing for
—-— their next move. Photo by
Bethany Jurgena

STORY ¢ LAvour bY Rvut Hereing fnd Decaney GAsER

Despite the distractions, Ortiz calmly continued to play
for her team. “I have great focus, and I don'’t really care
about student sections,” she said. “It didn’t affect me until
after the game, when it started to get really bad. They tried
to follow Jayden and me out to his car, and while we were
escorted by (principal David) Mr. Schwarzenbach out,
they kept threatening us, wanting to start a fight.”

The chaos affected more than just the team. Parents and
staff played a key role in ensuring the students' safety. As
Fairbury was leaving, Minden students harassed the girls
outside. One student swung his shirt, hitting Laura
Bedlan, junior Alecia Bedlan's mom, who had been
recording the harassments. Math teacher Dawn Jobman
interceded and told them they could come and talk to

Minden’s administration with
her.

“Laura was videotaping them,
and the students were telling her
she had to delete the video
because it was against the law to
video them," Jobman said.
"That’s when I told them it
wasn’t illegal and they could
come with me, and we could talk
to their administrators about the
issue.”

After the game was over, Ortiz
was able to reflect on the
difficult situation. With the
chants and personal comments,

it can be easy to get distracted or feel targeted. She offered
advice for any athlete or competitor who may find
themselves in a similar situation: "know that you're not in
the wrong, keep your head up, don't put it down just
because someone is trying to get under your skin," Ortiz

said
VoLEvBALL
Lincoln W 2-0, Troy W 2-0, St. John's W 2-O, Centennial W 3-0, Tri County W 2-1, Linn W 2-1, Raymond Central W 2-1, Superior W 2-1,
Thayer Central W 3-0, Milford L 3-O, Milford L -1, Wilber-Clatonia W 2-0, Wilber-Clatonia W 3-0, Adams Central W 3-2, Miden L 3-1
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AL HaiL ROYALTY! Cambria Myers '26 and Rene Monterrosso '26 are posing up for the
crowing ceremony. Myers and Monterrosso were crowned homecoming king and

homecoming queen, winning the votes by a landslide "I was surprised myself, "
Monterrosso said, "At least I can now say I was homecoming king." Photo by Rylie

V-I-C-T-O-R-Y! Bridget Heidemann '28,
Isabella Bennett '28, Atziri Cuevas '27,
Marly Brinkmann '27 and Taten Stelling
'9 shout cheer at the homecoming parade to
support their home town. They did so while
the high school band was playing the school
fight song. Photo by Rylie Herring

FLEX THOSE MUSCLES Issiah Firmanik '26,
Parker Jacobi '26, and Westen Graham
'26, stylishly pose at the homecoming dance.
Jacobi had an idea for an awkward but
hysterical photo, and this

is what was created. "I think I was more focused on the awkwardness
rather than their [Firmanik and Graham's] weight." Jacobi said. "I
really enjoy hanging out with my friends." Photo by Rylie Herring

Ainp, Canpby For YOU! Nic Smith '26 and Destiny Vocelka '26 throw
candy towards townspeople during the homecoming parade. Smith and
Vocelka were both nominees for homecoming king and queen. Photo by
Delaney Gasper

WeLcOME TO CANDY LAND CJ Goeking '26 and Micah Friesen '26 distribute
candy to the citizens proudly during the homecoming parade. Goeking and
Friesen were both nominees for homecoming king and queen. "I like throwing
things," Goeking said. "I throw harder when I see my friends because I like to
try and hit them." Photo by Dakota Zimmerman

The HoCo Calculator

How much does it cost to prepare for the

Face: FREE- $7 Face: FREE- $250

pe homecoming dance?
Suit: $80-$450 A | Dress: $100-8500
Shoes: $20-$150 (| IBAE Shoes: $40-$130

JacoB NIPPERT '07 CLarA BUXTON '90

I« HOMECOMMG

STORY fiND LAYOUT bY LitM YOUNG fitD DAKOTA ZIMMERMAN

DOUBLE

EVERY GIRL DREAMS OF BEING fi PRINCESS IN SOME WAY, SHAPE OR FORM,

but what happens when they become two in one

year? Miss Jefferson County goes to the most
supportive and well tuned community member in
Jefferson County. The homecoming queen goes to
the most voted high school girl.
Every student in the high school
has the ability to vote for who
they want to be homecoming
royalty, while Miss Jefferson
County is awarded to a certain
female student who decided to go
above and beyond on community
service. Cambria Myers '26 was
awarded both of these titles.
"Being both homecoming queen
and Miss Jefferson County is
really cool," Myers said." It was a
nice opportunity to complete
some projects."

SHOUT IT OUT! Alecia Bedlan '27
boogie and sing sporadically on the
dance floor at the homecoming
dance. "You really have to make the
dance fun with friends, " Bedlan
said. "Jam out to the music, that's
what makes a dance, a dance! "
Photo by Rylie Herring

BooGiE DOWN Iaunna Lucking '27
boogies down during the
homecoming dance. The song
playing was
"WHATCHU KNO
ABOUT ME" By
GloRilla. "Ilike being
with my friends,"
Lucking said. "Ilove to
have fun on the dance
floor." Photo by
Delaney Gasper

EATURE

To help support the younger women that
wish to be just like her, Myers has some tips
and tricks to help other high school girls
achieve the titles of either homecoming queen
or Miss Jefferson County.

" Definitely plan many months ahead to
prepare for Miss Jefferson County, "
Myers said. "And for homecoming
queen, just be yourself."

Both homecoming king and queen are
decided on the popular vote among high
school students. "In the homecoming
royalty votes, Cambria and Rene both
won by a landslide," According to StuCo
Advisor Janet Beranek. " A possible
cause of this was the lack of voters. The
students vote for who treats them
properly, therefore, there was a clear

] victory."
Homrecom »I
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