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Less regulations for teachers?
Students question phone expectations between teachers and classmates

Under Nebraska’s LB140, students are 
held to strict standards for classroom 

behavior, especially regarding cell phone use. 
Administrators and teachers emphasized that 
cell phones are distracting and interfere with 
learning. Students faced consequences ranging 
from warnings to in-school suspension for using 
their devices. The message was clear: students are 
expected to stay focused to succeed.

Yet a noticeable double standard exists. 
While students are disciplined for phone use, 
many teachers are seen scrolling through 
their own devices during class. According to a 
recent EdWeek survey, nearly half of students 
have witnessed teachers using phones for non-
instructional purposes. Whether a teacher is 
texting or checking social media, the behavior 
undermines the expectations placed on students. 
Respect in the classroom weakens when rules are 
not modeled consistently.

The concern extends beyond cell phones. 
More teachers are turning to artificial intelligence 
tools to grade assignments and create lesson 
plans. According to a 2024 Pew Research Center 
report, about 60 percent of teachers use AI in 
some capacity. While technology can be helpful, 
students often receive generic, computer-generated 
feedback instead of meaningful comments tailored 
to their work. Knowing a machine graded your 
assignment can feel discouraging and devalue the 
effort put into learning.

Supporters argue that teachers face 
overwhelming workloads. Large classes, heavy 
grading and limited planning time make the job 
challenging. Technology can provide relief, but 
that explanation does not remove the frustration 
students feel when expectations are not shared 
equally. Standards hold weight only when they 
apply to everyone in the classroom.

Based on a survey of 108 Fremont High 
students conducted during A lunch. Graphic made 
using Canva for Education.

State law provides necessary rules, and 
students understand the reasoning behind them. 
But when those rules are enforced only on students 
and not teachers, they create division rather 
than accountability. If students are expected to 
avoid technological distractions and complete 
their work without shortcuts, teachers should be 
expected to do the same. Classrooms function best 
when everyone demonstrates the same level of 
commitment and responsibility. Right now, that 
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balance is not being shown.
We live in a school system that often pays 

closer attention to the mistakes of students than 
teachers. Searching online for “teachers on 
their phones” usually produces explanations 
and justifications. Searching “students on their 
phones” tends to produce stereotypes. This 
imbalance influences school policy and shapes 
how responsibility is distributed.

So teachers, the next time you’re in a 
staff meeting, ask yourself: Am I really paying 
attention, or am I 
scrolling through 
Amazon or checking 
real estate listings 
or playing Wordle 
on my Chromebook 
while someone else 
is speaking? In that 
moment, you’re 
modeling the same 
d i s e n g a g e m e n t 
we are told to 
avoid. And in the 
classroom, when 
you ask students 
to put their phones 

away, consider whether your own device is out of 
sight too. The expectations we set only matter if we 
are willing to follow them ourselves.

Ultimately, education works best as a 
partnership. Students invest time and effort with 
the expectation that teachers will do the same. 
When teachers disengage, the balance breaks and 
students feel the impact. If Nebraska schools want 
policies to be respected, those policies must apply 
to both students and teachers. Accountability is 
strongest when it is shared.
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After reading an editorial by another staff member about the new phone 
policy, I was inspired to create an editorial cartoon showing student frustration. 
I wanted to highlight the contrast between students not being allowed to use 
their phones while some teachers are still seen using theirs. My goal was to 
visually represent the feeling of unfairness that many students have expressed. 
 
I drew the cartoon using colored pencils and marker to add boldness 
and contrast. I decided to make the figures simple, human-shaped forms 
without detailed features. I did this intentionally so viewers would 
not assume or guess the identity of any specific students or teachers. I 
wanted the message to focus on the issue itself rather than on individuals. 
 
After completing the drawing, I scanned it to prepare it for publication. 
Overall, this piece reflects my effort to use illustration to communicate a 
student perspective on a current school issue.
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