Hand/Globe artist statement: The piece is titled, “In the Palm of My Hand” and it was done
with graphite on mixed media paper. I began trying to teach myself to draw hands. But once I
drew this hand, I felt like it was missing something. I tried to think of how I could elevate my
design through what I was feeling inside of me at the time. I ended up choosing to draw the
globe because I was going through a bit of a hard time, and I felt like my life was spinning out
of control. My heart felt heavy and the burden to keep going forward seemed like a million
pounds on my shoulders. But through the people in my life, I was able to remember that I was
in control of my life, how I felt, and how I would choose to make the world a better place. The
globe represents me taking control of my life at a time where that felt impossible. It reminds
me that I am powerful and strong, and that I can do anything in this life. This piece, though
small, represents something big that I felt inside of me. It took me around 3 hours to com-
plete, and though not a very time consuming piece, it remains one of my favorites.

In addition to the artwork, I wrote a poem to accompany the feelings I had at the time. It is
titled, “Always a Process” and it is about losing my best friend, and how I dealt with the pain
her death brought me. Poetry helps me express my words on a page when I cannot seem to
say them aloud. It encompasses real feelings from a time when I felt like the world was out of
control.

These works were selected anonymously by my peers on the Burn literary magazine staff for
inclusion in our Fall 2025 edition of the magazine. The page designers arranged the illustra-
tion in a decreasing transparent fashion with the poem at the bottom to show the connection,
but the original art was created by me and the poem was written by me. Thank you for con-
sidering this photo/artistic illustration for NSAA State Journalism.
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